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Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 


MR WILLIAM J MAXWELL 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
608 WRIGHT STREET, SOUTH 
URBANA, IL 61801 


Subject:ELLISON, RALPH WALDO 
FOIPA No. 0978197- 000 /190- 


Dear Requester: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts 
(FOIPA), Title 5, United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect 
information which is exempt from disclosure, with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to 
the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was inserted in the file to indicate where 
pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked below and 
explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 

Section 552 Section 552a 
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8 preprocessed pages are enclosed. To expedite requests, preprocessed 

packages are released the same way they were originally processed. Documents or information 
originating with other Government agencies were not referred to those agencies as part of this release. 

b You have the right to appeal any denials. Appeals should be directed in writing to the Co- 
Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, Flag Building, Suite 570, 
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from receipt of this letter. The envelope and the 
letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Appeal” or “Information Appeal. Please 
cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request that it may be easily identified. 

□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your 
request was the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files 
relating to other individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our 
experience is, when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information 


processed in the main file(s). Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to 
processing only the main investigative file(s). If you want the references, you must submit a 
separate request for them in writing and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and 
resources permit, 


□ See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


^ 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
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l he following documents appearing in 1 131 files ha\e been reviewed under the provisions ol The Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) ( I itle 5, United States C ode. Section 552) Pi ivacv Act of 1 974 (PA) ( I itlc 5, United States Code, 
Section 552a), and/or Litigation 
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Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

4 - 19-50 


WASHINGTON AND NEW YORK FROM WASH FIELD 
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VQA. EUFILE ONE TWO THREE 


DASH FOUR SEVEN NAUGHT FIVE. REBUI.ET APRIL SEVEN LAST. PASSPORT FILE IN NINETEEN 


APPLICANT 


b7C GAVE AS REFERS! CES FOR WPA THE FOLLOV.TI'TGi REV. A. ;LL, POSSIBLY ADAM 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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FORTY FOUR LISTS 




WPA INVESTIGATIVE FILE REFLECT 



CLAYTOrSrtJteL, • ONE THREE TWO W. ONE HUNDRED THIRTY EIGHTH ST., 




, RO^ILKIN S EDITOR CRISIS MAGAZINE SIXTY NINE FIFTH AVE. ALL NYC. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the following Teletype message to. 



INVESTIGATIVE AID. WFO ATTEMPT IS BEING MADE TO LOCATE PRIOR VTPA REPORT 
OF PREVIOUS COMPLAINT BY FELLOW WORKER REPORTEDLY SUBPOHIED BY DIES COMMITTEE. 
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RALPH H*LL 



No investigation ass been conducted >3T this Bureau 
concerning the a bo ve-na. nod ^Individual . A review of the files, 

however, .,r#f lac 1 3 ir.hst a pamphlet circulated by the Leagup^of 
A nerican Writers contained a list of toe signers to toe Mill 
for the Fourth Congress of this organization to be held in 
New York City on June v 6, 7# and 8, 1941 • Among tnose listed 
appeared the name of one Ralph Ellison, not further identified, 
Tho League of AmeiHcan Writers has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United 3tates oursuant to Executive , 
Order 10450. (100-7172-37 page 11) - 

b 

According to a confidential in formant who has fur- 
nished reliable information in the past, I 


’ (Informant Robert - A) (61-9182-26) 

The Spring, 1942# Volume 1, Kc. 1, issue of "Negito 
Quarterly,** a mage sine published by tho Negro Publishing yf 
Society of Amorica, 67 West 125th Street, New York City, 
listed the name of Ralph Bllison as Managing Editor, The 
"Negro Quarterly" bas been cited by the California Commit tee 
on Un -American Ac ti vi ti«* A (100-123974-4) " 3* , ; 

hecor6eo-92 1 ^ 

It was relfeN#fiJltfPCOTrteJ /OcTfigifr 16, r 1942, that a 
mass rally was hold on April T.2, A I tq«£^ w City to 

start a fun<| raising campaign for jfaw nas?B s . " The informant 
advised th*it Ralph Ellison, Negro ’^t«r, appeared as a speaker 
at this rally- The "New Masses' 1 us# been cited by the Special 
Committee on Un-Americani Activities as a "nationally circi&nfced 
weekly Journal of tha CaArnmnl at Party, whpee ownership wasf, 
veeted in the American Fund for Public device," 

(Informant Robert - M}* (61-9132-26) 

In an open letter dated June 10, 19^2, demanding tho 
reconsideration of the order of the attorney General for the 
deportation of Harry Bridges, the name of Ralph Ellison, 
Managing Editor, "The Negro Quarterly," New York, New York, 
appeared as a signature . (100-1170-201) WAIUEft 
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Tb® "Daily Peoples ate) rid" for September 23, 1942, 
carried an article in which the n*me of one Ralph Ellison, 
not further identified, appeared as one supporting a petition 
opening of a second front sponsored by the League 
ol American Writer^. The "Dally Peoples world" has been cited 
kjLP 38 Speoial coiTuiittee on Un-American Activities as "the 
official organ of the Communist Partjr on the wes$ ooast." 

_ M L (100-7322-4)- 

The November, 194-2, iu3ue of "New Masses" carried an 
advertisement announcing the presentation of its new board of 
contribuling editors at a dinner to be held on November 26 , 
1942, at the Hurray Hill hottl in Now York City. A partial 
list of guests Included tne name of one r.alph Ellison, not 
further Identified. (61-9182-34) 


1 '<■ — coua id&ntial i nformant of- known re liability ad- 
vised that " I 

appeared as a signer of the call for the i-lfth Congress cf 

tje League of American Writers to be held in Hollywood, 
California, from 3eptaaber 1? tnrougn 19, 19i*3, under the 
auapicaa of the Hollywood Writers Moblllaution. fhe Hollywood 
-rlters lioblllzation hao boon designated by tne attorney 
oi ' tl,a 0n lted States pursuant. to Executive Or Jar- 
lU4i>Q* ( Inf or.Tiant | ° ‘ | ( 100-7122-52 ) 

, . tha result of a request for an PB1 file check 

and is not to be considered as a clearance or a nonclearance of 
the ndividuai invoivod. It is for your use only and Ht to 
be disseminated to unauthorized individuals or agencies. 
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ralpk/ellison 
LIW B00X3 
655 MADISON AVENUE 
NSW TORS, NSW TORI 
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r ' The report of the Special Committal on Un-American 
plgdJ Activities, House of Representatives, 76th Congress, (Dies 
1 Committee) on the Investigation of Un-Amerioan Propaganda 

Activities in the United States, on page 1446 begins a listing 
of "Party and Party Line Publioattons* " Thereafter is set out 
a number of publications used by the Cenmunist Party for 
propaganda purposes . On page 1447 Ralph Ellison is listed as 
a member of the editorial board of "Champion," according to the 
issue of November, 1937 * On page 1432 Ralph Ellison is listed 
as a contributing editor to n Negro Champion, per its January 12, 

, 1929, issue • 

Also in the above report, on page 1351, Ralph Ellison 
is listod a 8 a contributor to "New Hasses*" for citation of 
"New Masses," see page 105 of the " Guide to Subversive Organizations 
and Publications," (GSOP) issued by the House Committee on Un- 
Amerioan Activities, Washington, D* C . 

The Dies Committee report also shows the following / 


On page 974 Ralph Ellison is listed as a signer of tho 
call to tho fourth Congress of the League of American Writers 
(see page 52 of QSOP) in 1941 • 


On page 576 Ralph Ellison is listed as a sponsor of 
the Artists f front to Win the War (see page 20 of 030 P) * 
(61-7562-1298) 


On page 1007 Ralph Ellison was identified as one who 
is O.l.'d by the Communist Party, but not a member, while on 
page 1008 Ralph Ellison is Identified as A Negro Communist and 
member of the executive board at large of the * ork§r8 
(see page 92 of QSOP) in tho federal Writers Union. Thi3 in- 
formation was given in testimony by Edwin P. Santa, 215 East 
17th Street, Manhattan, New York, on September 15, 1938. [tl 
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AMERICA# WRITERS CONGRESS 

For citation woo page 19 of GSOP • 

The "Sunday Worker " of June Q , 1941 , publiohed an 
article oaptiswed "Noted Writ ore Join Pickotw in 9 Ray 9 Strike ." 

Thin showed Who pickets before the struck Jewish Day at ' 

188 East Broadway wore augmented on June 7, 1941, by a group 
of prominent authors then in New Fork City for the Fourth 
American Writers Congreee . Listed was author Ralph Ellison. 
(100-31091-A) 

An article date lined New Fork, June 6, (1941), appeared 
in "The Chicaao Hera Id- American," captioned "Red Scribes Cheer 
Air Strikers . This reports d ths Red-dominated Fourth American 

Writers 9 Congress, closed with election of officers. Among those 
named to the national executive board was Ralph Ellison. (lOO-7322-io) 

LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS 

An article entitled " American Writers Call for Second 
Front Now," in September 28, 1942, issue of "Peoples World" re- 
flects that writers were enthusiastically behind President 
Roosevelt for the immediate opening of a second front now. The 
name of one Ralph Silicon appeared ad one supporting a petition 
for the opening of a second front sponsored by the League of 
American Writers. ( 100-7322 -A) > 

"NEW MASS S3 H 

n New Masses" published a special issue under date of 
October NO, 1942, entitled " The Negro and Victory The entire 
issue was devoted to the Negro and Negro problems. Among 
articles included was one by Ralph Ellison • (100-3-4-1025) 

The November, 1942, issue of "New Masses" carried an 
advertisement announcing the presentation ef tts new beard of 
contributing editors at a dinner to be held on November 26, 1942, 
at the Murray Hill Hotel in New Fork City. A partial list of 
guests included the name of one Ralph Ellison. (61-9162-34) 

"NEGRO QUARTERLY" 

The Spring, 1942, issue of "Negro Quarterly," a 
magazine published by the Negro Publishing Society of America, 

67 West 125th Street, New Fork City 9 listed Ralph Ellison as 
Managing Editor. The " Negro Quarterly " has been cited by the 
California Committee on Un-Aneriean Activities. (100-123974-4) 



kIS G ELLAJfSO US 

The n Laily Worker" of Hay 15, 1952 , published a column 
by Abner W* Berry entitled "On the Way ; n Sub~titled "Kere'e the 
Literature The Lynchers Ordered This contains a review of 
several books Cn Negroes, including one entitled n Invi3ible 
Man' 1 by Xalpk Ellioon , n a Negro writer .* Berry states ^Ellison's 
Negro vjomo0 are loose~m$raled from school days onward . Negro 
ministers^ double as pimps and numbers runners • Communists are ' 
d is -embed ted spirits of theory existing in neither time nor space, 
but in a special and jaundiced compartment of the author's mind ..." 
Re adds, " Ellison is being hailed in the daily commercial press' 
literary columns as 'great, ' and his book is already a bsst seller » 
It is just what the killers of Negroes and the peruerters of 
culture ordered. . (loo-135-A) 
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RALPH ELLISON 

Member "Committee of 100, ", NAACP, 

Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc 


A name check of the indices and/or printed 
hearings of the HCUA on the name RAT-PH ELL ISON and RALPH 
7AT.no ELLISON, on 4/29/53, by SE | | reflected 

the following references which were not checked against 
the original source: 

1. One RALPH ELLISON, 420W, 150th St., 

Manhattan, NY, was a signer of the 1939-40 CP petitions 
for State and City elections. 

2. The "Champion" of Nov., 1937, page 3, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a member of the Editorial Board. 

3. The "Daily People’s Yforld" of 12/15/54, page 7, 
reflects one RALPH ELLISON as the writer of an article. 

4. "New Masses," for 3/16/33, page 26, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a contributor of "New Masses." 

5. "New Masses," dated 12/5/39, page 27, 
reflects one RALPH ELLISON as a contributor of "New Masses." 

6. "New Masses," dated 5/14/40, page 5, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a contributor of "New Masses." 

7. The "Daily Ytorker" of 7/19/42, page 4, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON, Managing Editor, "The Negro Quarterly," 

NYC, as a signer, of the National Federation for Constitutional 
Liberties, ©pen letter of 7/11/42, addressed to the President 
of the US. den ouncing Attorney General’s charges against 

land the CP. 


3. "New Masses," dated 5/28/40, 6/18/40, 7/2/40, 
9/24/40, 10/20/40, 11/4/41, and 12/2/41, reflects one RALPH 
ELLISON as a contributor. 

9. A leaflet entitled " Hindsight Wins No Wars’", 
published about 1942, reflects one RALPH ELLISON, Managing 
Editor, "Negro Quarterly," as contributing editor of "New 
Masses." 




10. The "New Masses," of 4/22/41, page 25, 
reflects one RALPH ELLISON as a signer of a call to the 
Fourth Congress, 6/6-8/41, at NYC, for the League of 
American Writers. 

11. A leafl et entitl ed. "In Defense of Culture," 

filed in Investigator (Report, dated 4/4-6/41, as 

Exhibit 5, reflects one RALPH ELLISON as a signer for b7C 

the American Writer* s Congress, to call to the Fourth 
Congress at NY on 6/6-8/41. 

12. A new’s release dated 12/26/41, reflects one 
RALPH ELLISON as a signer for the National Federation for 
Constitutional liberties. 

13. "News Masses," dated 2/3/42, page 31, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a speaker for the League of American 
Writers. 


14. "New Masses," dated 3/24/42, page 31, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON a commentator for the League of American 
Writers. 


15. "New Masses," dated 3/31/42, page 26, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a contributor of "The Negro Quarterly." 

16. "New Masses," dated 3/31/42, page 31, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a speaker for the League of American 
Writers. 


17. A program, "Artist *s Front to Win the War'/ dated 
10/16/42, page 5, reflects one RALPH ELLISON as a sponsor 

of "Artist's Front to Win the War." 

18. The "Daily Worker," dated 11/18/42, page 6, 
reflects one RALPH ELLISON as a member of the Board of 
Contributing Editors of 'New Masses." 

19. "New Masses," dated 6/22/43, and 9/7/43, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a Contributing Editor of "New Masses." 

20. The "Daily Worker", of 9/14/42, page 7, and 
the "People’s World," of 9/23/42, page 5, reflect one RALPH 
ELLISON as a signer for the League of American Writers of a 
statement in behalf of a second front. 




21. "Masses and Mainstream," dated June, 1952, page 
62, reflects nne RAY, PH KTJ.TSON a s a writer of "Invisible Man" 
reviewed by 

22. A booklet entitled, "600 Prominent Americans," 
which contains a reprint of an open letter and list of 
persons who signed it; published 9/11/42, reflects one 
RALPH ELLISON as a signer for the National Federation for 
Const ititional Liberities of an open letter dated 7/11/42, 

to the Presiden t of the US, de nouncing the Attorney General’s 
charges against | |and the CP. 






RALPH WALDO 3LLISOH 
Born* Kerch 1, 1914 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
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NAME CHECK 


13, 195? 

? Po 3 i * 


Ho investigation pertinent to your inquiry has 
been conducted by the FBI concerning the captioned indl- 
vidual. However, the files of this Bureau reflect the 
following information which may relate to the subject of s 
your name check request. 


A pamphlet circulated by the La ague of American 
Writers contained a list of the signers to the call for 
the Fourth Congress of this organisation to be held in 
Hew Tork City on June 6, 7, and 8, 19*1-1. Among those listed 
appeared the name of Ralph 3111 son, not further identified. 
The League of American Writers has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
O^der 101*50. 

(100-7372-37 p. 11) 

z *h® Spring, 1942, volume 1, number 1, issue of 

Wegro Quarterly,* a magazine published by the legro 
Publishing Society of America, 67 West 125th Street *ew 
York City, listed the name of Ralph Silicon as managing 
editor. The "Wegro Quarterly* has been cited by the 

° U00-123Vt^f’ ttee ° n Un ~ Ame:rican Activities. 


_ Jn an open letter dated June 10, 19k 2, demanding 

L°^L 8l ?r ati $V f th ° order of «» Attorney General for 
°«-? ar £ 7 BpId ^ eB * th ® nawe of Ralph Slllaon, 
managing? editor , The Hegro Quarterly,* Hew York, Hew York 
appeared as a signature. * 
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The November, 1942> issue of “Hew Masses* carried 
an advert! semen t announcing the presentation of its new 
board of contributing editors at a dinner that was to be 
held on November 28, 19k?* at the Murray Hill Hotel, in 
Hew York City* A partial list of guests included the name 
of Balph Ellison, not further identified* 

(61-9182-34) 

^Ifew Masses** has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the Ghited States pursuant to Executive Order 

101&0. 

A confidential Informant who had furnished 
reliable information in the past advised that the name 
of Ralph Ellison, not further identified, appeared as 
a signer of the call for the Pift^i Congress of the 
League of American Writers that was to be held in J 
Hollywood, California, from September 17 through 19, 

1943, under the auspices of the Hollywood Writer# 
Mobilisation. The Hollywood Writer# Mobilisation has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order inhtfn 
(100-7322-52 Confi Informant! 


The foregoing information is furnished to you 
as the re stilt of a request for an FBI file check and is 
not to be construed as a clearance or a nonclearance of 
the individual involved. This information Is furnished 

for your use and should not be disseminated outside of 
your agency. 


(62-60527-37436) 
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May 16, 1958 



Re: 49 Name Checks for 


✓ 


: Mr. Tolsou 

• Mr. Boardraan 

Mr. r3elmont_ 

)' Mr. Mohrfy*.'.^ 

»i Mr. NeaspjY ' 

}’ Mr. PprsZ-js 

• Mr. Roscrjl. 

Mr. Tunim 

; Mr. Trotter 

Mr. Clayton 

| Tele. Knnm 

'| ! Mr. Holloman 

Miss Gandy 


received from 


There is attac hed the original list of 49 names 
and a total of 40 memos containing 


information from public sources which may be furnished to 


b7C 


As pointed out i n my informal memo of May 8, 19 58, 
had appeared on a previous list 


the name, 

submitted ^ | hence, was not considered at this time. 

No record or pertinent information for dissemination was located 

ng 8 of the individuals identified on the original 
This left a total of 40 persons on whom we 
have information which can be furnished him. Memos on these 40 / 
are attached. 
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STANDARD FORM NO 64 


Office Memorandum 

\ 

to . F. J. Baumgardner^ , 


• UNITED ST/lPES GOVERNMENT 


DATE 


June 30, 1958 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


T 
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Attached is a memorandum prepared by the New York Office 
concerning captioned individual, which does not include any information 
obtained as the result of a file review at Seat of Government. The 
attached was transmitted by New York letter dated June 1958, 
captioned "Communist Infiltration of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) , Internal Security - C," the 
original of which is filed in Bufile 61-3176- ^//7 t~ 


EXTREME CAUTION SHOULD BE TAKEN IN UTILIZING THE INFORMA- 
TION IN THETATTACHEITAS INCLUDED' "THEREIIT 1HT E E INF O RMATION , PARTIC - 
PLAELY THAT"FKU*TT EF IM) ICES OF T HE ' KPDSB cOH H ITTEE OK UN-A^ERICAM 
ACTIVITIES (HCUA) , WHICH HAS NOT BEEITDEFINITELY IDENTIFIED AS BEING 
IDENTICAL WITH CAPTIONED INDIVIDUAL. THE ATTACHED MEMORANDUM, OE’aNY 
kEFftODUCTlDN' THEREOFT SHOULD NOT BE DIS SEMINATED I N' I T S" ENT TEETT7 


RECOMMENDATION: 


It is recommended that instant memorandum and its attachment 
be routed to the Records Branch: 


/ / To be filed in case file of captioned individual. 




To have a new 100 main inactive file opened on 
captioned ^dividual and for filing therein. 

MuJiE ■ j / 




Enclosure 

Bufile 
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T 'Hf 100-7692 SUB C RALPH ELLISON 

Member "Committee of 100/' 

National,- Association for 
Advancement of Colored 

Legal Defense and 
Efotcacion Fund, Inc. 

RALPH (WALDO) '"ELLIS ON was born March 1, 191-4, in 

at 5 ^ ' of the Ne S r ° race who resides 

at [30 Riverside Drive, New York City. He is a writer. 

- • Th e "Daily Worker” of April 5, 1941, page 7 
coliirnn 2, reflects that RALPH ELLISON was one of more than 
Ajneri can writers who signed the Call of the 
lourth Congress of the League of American Writers held in 
New York City June 6-8, 194l. 

. . The "Daily Worker" of November 17, 1984, on 
S? S ^u 5 'o re f le T C nf? S an artlcle bearing the caption, " Beware 
°f • t f ie ^ nake wh o Dresses Like a Man" by RALPH ELLISON, in 
whicn the author warned of people being contacted by the 
Government to be informants. 

The Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) advised 
the New York office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
by communication dated November 19, 1942, that the "New 
Masses is concentrating its efforts in order to insure 
success of a dinner it will sponsor on November 23, 1942 
at the Murray Hill Hotel, New York City. The theme of this 
dinner and conference will be "Words Can Be Bullets." The 
guests of honor will include RALPH ELLISON. 

/ rh 5 ONI, New York, by communication dated December 4, 
1942, advised tne New York office of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation that on November* 23, 1942, the "New Masses" 
held a dinner to honor the New Board of Contributing Editors 
and that among the contributing editors at this dinner was 
RALPH ELLISON. 


/ 
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100-7692 SUB C RALPH ELLISON 

Member "Committee of 100," 
National Association for 
Advancement of Colored 
People, Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, Inc. 


The background data concerning ELLISON set out in 
the attached memorandum captioned as above was obtained from 
the 1956 - 1957 edition of "Who's Who In America." 



RALPH ELLISON 

Member "Committee of 100, ", NAACP, 

Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc 


A name check of the indices and/or printed 
hearings of the HCUA on the name lift J PH El J. I SON and RALPH 
WALDO ELLISON, on 4/29/53, by SE | { reflected 

the following references which were not checked against 
the original source: 

1. One RALPH M. ELLISON, 420W, 150th St., 

Manhattan, NY, was a signer of the 1939-40 CP petitions 
for State and City elections. 

2. The "Champion" of Nov., 1937, page 3, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a member of the Editorial Eoard. 

3. The "Daily People’s Yforld" of 12/15/54, /^age l\ 
reflects one RALPH ELLISON as the writer of an article. 

4. "New Masses," for 3/16/33, page 26, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a contributor of "New Masses." 

5. "New Masses," dated 12/5/39, page 27, 
reflects one RALPH ELLISON as a contributor of "New Masses." 

6. "New Masses," dated 5/14/40, page 5, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON as a contributor of "New Masses." 

7. The "Daily Worker" of 7/19/42, page 4, reflects 
one RALPH ELLISON, Managing Editor, "The Negro Quarterly," 

NYC, as a signer, of the National Federation for Constitutional 
Liberties, ©pen letter of 7/11/42, addressed to the President 
of the US. den ouncing Attorney General’s charges against 

Hand the CP. 


3. "New Masses," dated 5/28/40, 6/18/40, 7/2/40, 
9/24/40, 10/20/40, 11/4/41, and 12/2/41, reflects one RALPH 
ELLISON as a contributor. 

9. A leaflet entitled ” Hindsight Wins No Wars!", 
published about 1942, reflects one RALPH ELLISON, Managing 
Editor, "Negro Quarterly," as contributing editor of "New 
Masses." 




APPENDIX IX 


23. Page 1351 


Exhibit 2 is Ne-w Masses Delivers 
Information - Facts - Clarity - New 
Masses Does the Job. The War — The 
Nation - The Cultural World - New 
Masses Does the Job. One of the 
contributors of this was RALPH ELLISON. 


Page 1452 


RALPH ELLISON is listed as an officer, and 
managing editor of the "Negro Quarterly," 
published by Negro Publication Society of 
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ARTISTS 1 FRONT TO WIN THE WAR 


1. Cited as a Communist front (Special Committee 
on Un-American Activities , House report 1311 on the CIO 
Political Action Committee, March 29, 1944, page 96 .) 



THE "CHAMPION” 


The "Champion" is the "official organ of the Young 
Communist League and also of the International Workers Order 
according to the Special Committee on Un-American Activities 
annual report H. R. 227 6/5/42, page 17; also cited in 

House report 1311 on the CIO Political Action Committee, 
3/29/44, page 139. 



COMMUNIST PARTY 


The Communist Party has been designated by 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Exi 
Order 10450. 


"DAILY PEOPLE »S WORLD** 


1 . West Coast Communist newspaper which 
suspended publication on February 1, 19^7. 



LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS 

The League of American Writers has been designated 
by the Attomay Oemerel of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 




"MASSES AND MAINSTREAM" 

1. Cited as the successor to "New Masses," 

"a Communist magazine." (Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House report 1953 on the Congress of American 
Women, April 26, 1950, originally released 10/23/49, page 
75; also cited in House report 1694 on Organized Communism 
in the United States, May 28, 1954, originally released 
August, 1953, page 98 .) 



?HE NATIONAL FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES 


The National Federation for Constitutional Liberties 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 



n DAILY WORKER 1 * 

The "Daily Worker" was an East 
newspaper which discontinued publication 
1958. 


coast Communist 
on January 13, 
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UNI’, a STATES DEPARTMENT OF J TICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Haase Refer to 
Fxl& JVp, 

Hew ork, ^'ew cr.< 

OCT 4 1963 

ol- 317 J 


Ralph uii-ou.. 

tteubcx*, The ’Coauittoc of 1^0' 

In Support .f the H.A.A.C.P. 

Lc^al Defense and Educational Fund f 

I, Background 

1 - nirT. , EIIIbj** lias bom 1 torch 1 , 1914. 

‘ c ^' auou ~ cit y and is a negro :«ale who re si do l. at 
7o0 Riverside Drive, Iteu York City, He is a writer. 

II . Sub vox* give Inf ornatlon 


The 'Daily Worker” of April i>, 1941, xage 7, 
column c. y reflects that Ralph Ellison uas one of* the 

pio ? i u i?*£ e 2 d * ,nc A2aerica:i ‘Writers wiio allied the 
C~dl ^ Congress of the League of American ~ T riter 

held a** *Ici; York City, June C tlirough d, 1941 # 

?lic 'Daily Worker* uas an East Coast C junuuist 
newspaper whidi suspended publieati^ ;n 
January 13, 191 >j . 

The League of Africa., vriccro lias uce i 
^^slgixatcd pursuant L. Executive Order 



the "or Yo ‘ ^ off?™ ne°£< ***! \ ^ 1J,lccnc c £ :1 ) advised 
Y O^ice of the Redcrai 3ureau of Investl gati 

(RDI) jy communication dated :;ovcmber 19, 192,0, that the 
.Jew ..asses is concentrating its efforts to insure 
C| ^ C ?? SG a dinner It will sp^ns^r on Novcd'ocx* **0. l'Ap 
ac the Hurray Hill Hotel, :;eu York city. ‘ p ' ' 


Inc 



Ralph Ellison 


The then© of this dinner and conference will 
be "Words Can Be Bullets". The guests of honor will include 
Ralph Kill eon. 

A characterisation of "New Masses ' 1 appears 

in the Appendix attached hereto. 

The ONI* New York, by coanjanlcation dated 
December 12* 19^2, advised the New York Office of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation that on November 28, 

1942, "New maflea" held a dinner to honor the New Board 
of Contributing Editors and among the contributing editors 
at this dinner was Ralph Ellison. 

HI. Records of the House Committee on un-American Activities 

(hcua) 

A name check of the Indices and/or printed 
hearings of the HCUA on the name JUlph Ellison and Ralph 
Waldo K 1 H non mar flrmAirttftri on April 29* 1953, by 

SXl I and reflected the following pertinet 

references, wiucn were not checked against the original 
source: 

One, Ralph M. Ellison, 420 West l4oth Street, 
Manhattan, New York, Was a signer of the 1939 and 1940CP 
petitions In state and city elections. 

The "C ham pion" of November, 1937* page 3 , 
reflects one RAlph Ellison as a member of the Editorial 
Board. 


A characterization of the "Champion" 
appears in the Appendix attached 
hereto under the heading "Champion 
of Youth," 
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Ralph Sill son 


1t*a "Dully People *o World” or December 15# 
1954, page 7, reflects one Ralph Ellison as a writer 
of an article. 


The ’’Dally People* a world” was a West 
Coast Comunlst newspaper, which suspended 
publication on February 1, 1957. 


’The ^New Masses” issues dated August 1 6, 
1938, page 26> Docoatoer 5, 1939# page 27. my 14, 

1940, page 5 1 >*y 28# 1940> June 18, 1940* July 2, 
1940i September 24, 1940. October 20, 1940, November 
4, 1941; December 2, 194l| June 22, 1943; and September 
7, 1943, redact * one Ralph Ellison as a contributor 
or as a contributing editor of ”New Masses, " 


The ”D*ily Worker" of July 19, 1942, page 
4 , reflects one Ralph Ellison, Managing Editor, "The 
Negro ^airterly”| New York City, as a signer of the 
National Federation for constitutional Liberties’ 
open letter of July 11, 1942, addessed to the president 
of the united States, denounces the Attorney General ’ 0 
charges against Harry Bridges of the Coosunist party 
(CP). 

The ” Dispatcher” , official publication of the 
International Longahore*Hn*s and Warehousemen’s 
Uhion (ILWtf), in its September 16, 1955, 

Issue, carries Harry Renton Bridges as president 
of the ILWU on its masthead. 


Since 1921, when Bridges first filed papers 
for naturalization as an Australian iiimigrant, 
numerous proceedings have taken place in 
Federal Courts and in admin! strati ve hearings 
of Inmigration and Natunlization Service (INS) 
regarding Bridges* status as a citizen. 

The following witnesses have testified in 
court during the Bridges deportation and 
denaturalisation trials that Bridges 
was a Cocuwnist from 1933 to about 1937 : 
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Palph illlson 

John Schomaker, .aiininG Johnson, 
'lenry Schrlrapf and David launders, 
launders testified that 'ridges 
was elected to the CP National 
Committee in 1937# 
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Ralph Kill son 


On July 29, 1955# United States District Judge 
Louis X. Ckxxtaan, San Francisco, California, 
ruled in favor of Bridges as a result of a 
civil denaturalization trial. Judge 
Goodman concluded that "the government 
has failed to prove the allegation . . 
aa to BMsaberahlp in the Conaaonist 
Party by clear and convincing evidence," 

The National Federation for Constitutional 
Liberties is designated pursuant to Executive 
order 10450. 

A leaflet entitled, "Hindsight Win# No wars" 
published about 1942, reflects one Ralph Ellison, Managing 
Editor, "The Negro Quarterly" , as a contributing editor 
of "New teases. 

The "New teases" of April 22, 1941, page 
2$, reflects one Ralph Bill son as a signer of the 
Gall of the 4th Congress, June 6 through 8, 1941 at b7c 

New York City, for the League of American Writers. 

A leaflet e ntitled. "In Defense of Culture', 1 
filed in Investigator | [Report dated April 4 through 

6, 194l, aa Exhibit 5, reflects one Ralph Ellison as 
a signer for the American Writers congress to call the 
4th Congress at New York on June 6 through 8, 1941. 

A news release dated December 26, 1941, reflects 
one Ralph Ellison aa a alerter for the National Federation 
for Constitutional Liberties. 

"New Masses" dated February 3, 1942, 
page 31 and March 31# 1942, page 31, reflects one 
Ralph Ellison as a speaker for the League of American 
Writers . 
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Ralph Ellison 


”Ne* meoea" dated March 24, 1942, page 31, 
reflects on# Ralph Klliocm as a coaoantator for the 
League of American Writers . 

A program. "Artists' Front to Win the War” 
dated October 16, 1942, page 5> reflects one Ralph 
Ellison as a eponsor of "Artists' Front to Win the 
vmrv” 


A characterization of "Artists ' Front to 
Win the War" appears In the appendix 
attached hereto. 

r ” Daily Worker" dated November id, 

reflects one Ralph Ellison ic a member 
of the" Board of contributing Editors of "New Masses.” 

The “Daily Worker” of September 14, ly42, 
pa^e 7, and the "People* e World” of September 23, 

19?2. pag# 5, reflect one Ralnh Kill son aa a signer 
for the League of Awerican 'Writers of a statement In 
behalf of a second front. 

The "people' 8 World” is a west Coast 
CooDsunist newspaper. 

A booklet entitled ”600 Prominent Americana 
which contain# a reprint of an opoii letter and a 
list of persons who signed it, published September 11, 
1942, reflect# on# Ralph Ellison as a ^gner for the 
National Fedtrmtion for Constitutional Libert lee of 
an open letter dated July 11, 19^2, to the president 
of the United States, denouncing the Attorney General ' 
chargee against Harry Bridges and the CP. 



Ralph Rlllpon 


XX* 1007 and 1006 of hcua ReoordB 


On September 16, 1963* the record o of thf» 

HCUA were again ohectexl by Investigative Clerk f 


information » 


and reflected no additional pertlnerTF 
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Ralph Sill son 
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APPKKDIX 
TO WIN THE WAR 


The "Guide to Subversive organizations and 
Publications, " revi&ed and published as of December 1, 

1961 1 prepared and released by the Committee on un-American 
Activities, united States House of Representatives, reflects 
the following citation oonceming the Artists* Front 
to win the War; 

:, 1. Cited as a Costaunist front. 

(Special Committee on un-American Activities, 

House Report 1311 on the CIO Political Action Connittee. 
March 29, 1944, p. 96.)" 
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Ralph Ellison 


APPSMDIX 

CHAHgXOM 0? YWCH (OR CHAjqrXflB ) 

Ifa* "Quids to Subversive organisations and 
Publicatiaas> " Ptvl sod and published &b or December 1 , 

1961, prepared and released by the Coeaaittoe on 
Un-toerlean Activities, Uni tad States House of Representative b, 
reflects the following oltation concerning Champion 
of Youth (or C h att y i on) : 

"1, ’Official organ of the Young Communist 
beairue and also of the International Workers Order.' 

(Special Coffidittee on un-American Activities, 

Annual Report, House Report 2277 » June 25, 1942, 
p .17; also cited in House Report 1311 the 
CIO political Action Committee, March 29, 

1944, p. 139, )” 



Ralph Kill son 


1 # APPENDIX 

NEW MASSES 


The ” Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
publications," revised and published as of December 1, 

1961, prepared and released by the Caonittee on 

Un-American Activities, united states House of Representative s, 

reflects the following citation concerning New Masses: 

"l. 'New Masses, a weekly publication,* * * 
was an officially controlled organ of the (Communist) 
party which dealt principally with problems in the arts 
and sciences from the party point of view . ' 

(Subversive Activities Control Board, Docket Ho. 
108-53, Report and Order with respect to the 
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade , 

December 21, 1955, p.8.) 

"2, A 1 Cocaanni st periodical , ' 

(Attorney Oeneral Francis Biddle. Congressional 
Record, September 24, 1942, p. 7583.) 

”3. 'Nationally circulated weekly journal of 
the Cooaunist party * * * whose ownership was vested in the 
American Fund for public Service* (Oar land Fund) 

(Special Coeraittee on un-American Activities, 

House Report 1311 on the CIO Political Action 
Cocsnlttee, March 29, 1944, pp. 48 and 75; also 
cited in Annual Reports, House Report 2, January 
3, 1939, p. 80 : and House Report 2277, June 
25, 1942, pp. 4 and 21, ) n 
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TO 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


1. 


Tolson . 
B.lmont 


Dtimsdi r 


Mr. DeLoach 


DATE 12-10-64 


Callahan . 

Conrad 

Evane 

dale 


Rosen . 

SullivanVJrO- 
ToW^ 


Rosen . * — . 

s 

Trotter . 

Tele Rook . 

Holmes 

Gandy ... _ 


subject NAME CHECK REQUESTS FOR WHITE HOUSE 




of the White House has reauested 

a check of Bu 

ireau files concerning the following individuals: 1 

Ralph Waldo Ellison 

r 


- — CL^ V 
\ 

V \A-rvr bt 

y Itj.d 7 


Attached is a letter to Honorable) 
nature ; 

RECOMMENDATION: 


k AltdCUCU IS a XCUC1 

1 Director’s signature reflecting the results of these cnecKs. 


bver the 


td 


That the attached letter over the Director's signature 
lbe approved and sent by li aison. When the letter is 


delivered, he shou ld also be informed of [ 

| the results of which were furnished to him as 

/nr 

I (oo'V 7-2 &(> 

■^rfsF' 


indicated aoove. 
* Enclosure 
* 







[ 



1 - Mr. Belmont - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Mohr - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Evans - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Rosen - Enclosure 
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el to th# President 


v- 

i 

-pi 


December 10, 1904 
BY UAISON r 





4 


UfiR • Terence Is made to the wane cbe$ reque sts from 

™*5Eta_2 _ waidaH;”’ — 1 


st investigation has been conducted by this Bureau concern 
XBon, born March 1, 1314, Oklahoma Oily, C-. rhomo. He 
Bureau reveal the following Information wnic.1 may possibly. 


, m \ pamphlet circulated by the League of American Wrh or* 

* tatoH a'lf|cithe signers to the call for the Jtourth Congress of Hue or* 
s tie* » beiftiW jin New York City in June, 1941, Among those Lot - op* 
iboi Ellison, not further identified, j 

I / ,✓ ! f . kU 

i$t' I An informant who ha3 furfllsho^ reliable ^rJormallon : the 

1 advib»Atbiitl» n»™. of Ealrfc Ellison, not further identified, apper ■ - d a*. 
1 aa* «|jpfeb^U for the Fifth Congress Of thej League of America- rite* 
s - W tahSWUn Hollywood, CalL’orni*,. In September, 184.3, miii - o a.ui 

Waters Mobilization. V \ I / L JJjpjy^y 





\4 


i Writers Mobilization. Y u 

” : : ' ,J> * '{•phe League of American Writers arc! • >lbli>ifrood ’Writers 

. » _ - ^ doe 1r.fi Oi- 


t ino toeaguo Vi - - / A9 Xj*(i 

bav* been design -ted pursuant to- Exeat . r der J -->• 
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usit -(Sent with cover meirril - Mr. Mohr '.Sont wiuT 
)a ch (Sent with cover;fnemdl- Hr E vans (SeTt ja ft cM 


UegUQSUl Vp'CUL WJ.cu. wyy*;pw— "V” _ I 










